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‘GHOST SHIPS'

Experts

HUNTSVILLE, Ala-
bama, Sunday (AAP-Reu-
ter), — Experts at an

army mussile base in Hunis-

ville say they are puzzled

about strange “ghost ships"
picked up by powerful ra-
dar scanners in the Pacific

- during a tracking exercise

last sunumer.,

~lhere has been littie of-
Bicial comment on what the
scientists  founil during the
exercise, but Major Dallas
van Hoose, the armv's base
spokesman, confirmed re-
vently  that  “some  unex.
plained aerial phenomena”
were seen during the eaer-
cise last August.

Scientists, many of them
reluctant to be named in in.
terviews because ol public
scepticism over unidentified
flying objects, say privately
that they have been unable
to find any explanation for
the “ghost ships'",

“"We have never seen any-
thing precisely like this he-
fore”. one ballistic-missile
defence expert, who works
for an army agency, and who
18 familiar with the advanced
radar used to test missiles
and warheads. said.
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Analyses
results
Huntsville
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houses  the
defence-systems commands,
which analyses results  of
missile tests in the Kwaja-
lein  Atoll region of the
Marshall Island Trust Ter-
ritory held by the US.

Last August, the air force
launched a Minuteman | in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-
sile, ICBM, from WVanden-
burg Air Force Base aimed
for the Kwajalein missile
range, which 1s used by the
aimv. ar force and navv.

The radar experts in the
Pacific found they were also
(racking an  umdentified
flving object next to the
ICBM's nose cone.

Radar piched up an
verted saucershaped ohjedt
to the right and above the
descending nose  cone  and
walched it cross
head’s trajectory to a point
which was below and 10 the
lelt of it before the phun-
tom ship disappeared.

The “ghost ship™ was des-
cribed as being 3 metres (10
feer) high and 12 metres (40
fect) long.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110783719
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Two separate radar sys-|
tems saw it at the same time,!
which may eliminate the
probability that there was a
malfunction in one of the
radar svstems. ‘

It was reported also that
three other identical ohjects|
were Seen in the- vicimty,!
They were the same size,
shape and dimensions, |

(ne scicntist  said  the|
data  indicated that  the
phantom ship “NMew under
s own power” but he could
not explain what sort ol
power was imvohed.

Sao far. none of the ex-
peits helieve the ghost ship
was a natural phenomenon
caused by freak weather
condilions or echoes com-
monly seen on radar screens.
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