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'GHOST SHIPS'

Expertspuzzled

by UFOs
HUNTSVILLE,Ala

bama, Sunday (AAP-Reu

ter).— Expertsat an
armymissilebasein Hunts
ville saytheyare

puzzled

aboutstrange"ghostships"
pickedup by

powerful
ra

dar scannersin the Pacific

duringa
trackingexercise

last summer.

Therehasbeen
little official

comment

on
what the

scientists
found duringthe

exercise,

butMajor DallasvanHoose,

thearmy'sbase
spokesman,

confirmedrecently

that"someunex-plainedaerialphenomena"wereseenduringthe
exercise

last August.
Scientists,

manyof them
reluctant

to be namedin

interviewsbecauseof public
scepticism

over
unidentified

flyingobjects,say
privately

thattheyhavebeenunabletofindany
explanation

forthe ghostships".

"We haveneverseenany
thingprecisely

likethisbe
fore",one

ballistic-missile

defenceexpert,who works

for an armyagency,and who

is
familiarwiththe

advanced

radarused to test missiles

and warheads, said,

Analyses
results

Huntsville housesthedefence-systems commands
whichanalysesresultsof
missiletestsin theKwajaleinAtollregionof theMarshall Island Trust Ter
ritoryheldby the US.LastAugust,the air force

launcheda
Minutemanintercontinentalballistic missile,ICBM,from
Vandenburg

AirForceBaseaimedforthe
Kwajaleinmissile

range,which

is usedby the
army,airforceandnavy.

Theradarexperts

in thePacificfoundtheywerealso
trackingan

unidentified

flyingobjectnextto theICBM s nose cone.

Radarpickedup an
invertedsaucer-shapedobject
to the rightand abovethe
descendingnose cone and
watched

it
crossthewar

heads
trajectory

to a point
whichwas belowand to the
leftof it

before
thephan-

tom ship
disappeared.

The "Ghost ship"was des
cribed

as
being

3
metres(10

feet)highand12
meters(40feet)long.
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Two separateradarsys
tcmssawit at thesametime,
which may eliminatethe
probability

that therewas a
malfunction

in one of the

radar systems.

It was reported also that
three other identicalobjects

were seen in the- vicinity.

Theywerethe samesize,
shape and dimensions.

One scientist said the

data indicatedthat the
phantomship "flew under
its own power"but he could

not explainwhat sort of
power was involved.

So far. none of the ex
perts believethe ghostship
was a natural phenomenon

caused by freak weather
conditionsor echocs com
monlyseen on radarscreens.


